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miserly and wealthy Nollekens, collected on a large scale till his
death in 1834 and bequeathed his splendid collection of books, MSS.
and works of art to the Bodleian, which published a catalogue of
them in 1840. To the Museum he left a box to be opened in 1900;
it contained proofs, letters and notes, some of which arc of value for
tracing the provenance of his possessions. Whether this bequest was
intended to be a testator's revenge remains uncertain. The attitude
now adopted towards such losses as that of Deuce's library is
very philosophical; it matters little in which of two great libraries
less than a hundred miles apart a collection is preserved*11

When Nares became head of the Manuscripts in 1799 he was
followed as Assistant by the Rev, Thomas Maurice,13 Maurice was
then a man of forty-five, and a well-known Orientalist, his two large
'works, Indian Antiquities and History of Hindostan^ being in progress
of publication, while his Sanscrcct Fragments had appeared in the
previous year. Before the establishment of a separate Oriental Depart-
ment of the Library, and especially while the stuff wus so small, the
books and MSS., though not numerous outside Hebrew and Arabic,
presented an obvious problem. The Museum's chief Orientalist,
Woide, had died in 1790, and his speciality was Sahidic, The Museum
had never had, and for long was not to have again, an Indian scholar.
When Maurice died in 1824, his successor was Forshall, a Near
Eastern Orientalist as well as a good classic.

2. INCREASE: GIFTS AND PURCHASES
Planta's Principal Librarianship was a time of stirring of the quiet
waters of the Museum, firstly by acquisitions of great fame and also
bulk, which made it necessary to destroy Montagu House and rebuild
on a larger scale, and secondly, and especially in the years after Water-
loo, by the spread of popular education and with it of interest in the
Museum which soon swelled into discontent with the poor service it
rendered to the larger intellectual public.
The Cracherode Library had required a separate room in 1799.
Three years later the Crown deposited in the charge of the Trustees
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